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brought in the  desired  reform most quietly and
effectively.

The year 1870 was a notable year in the history
of the Bengali literature, for it was in that year
that the celebrated Bengali monthly, the " Banga-
darsan," first saw the light of day under the
distinguished editorship of Bankim Chandra Chatter-
jee. Bankim Chandra came to Berhampore as a
Deputy Magistrate in 1870, and the first issue of
the " Bangadarsan" was published from that
town. No other journal had ever exercised so-
great an influence on the mind of the educated
community of Bengal as this paper did. It served as
the gateway for the admission of the light of western
thoughts- and western ideas among a very large
section of the Bengali-reading public with whom
the barrier of language had hitherto proved too
great. It helped to create new ideas and stimulate
the thoughts of an awakening and receptive commu-
nity and simultaneously made a vast impression
on its'- intellectual and social life: The thoughts
and preachings of Emerson and Carlyle, Spencer
and Darwin, Huxley and Tyndal, Mill and Burke
were first presented" by this journal to the rising
generation of Bengal, clothed, in their own verna-
cular and in a form most attractive and easily to
be assimilated. In fact, the journal produced a,
revolution in the national life of the people of
Bengal and to it in a great measure must be given
tiie credit for the growth of the spirit of nationalism
In Beng&l The celebrated novels of Bankim
.Chandra were published piecemeal in the " Banga-